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By  William  H.  Perkins  Jr. 

Editor 


The  2007  edition  of  the  Christian 
Performing  Arts  Festival  on  February  23-24 
at  Broadmoor  Church,  Madison  —  already 
one  of  the  largest  performing  arts  festivals 
in  the  Soudh«m  Baptist  Convention  —  set 
an  attendance  record  for  the  second  year  in 
a  row,  according  to  the  festival's  dir^or. 

"There  were  over  700  people  at  this 
year's  festival.  The  attendance  has  been 
unbelievable  for  the  past  two  years,"  said 
Myma  Gregory  of  Brandon,  who  has 
directed  the  last  four  festivals  for  the  spon¬ 
soring  Discipleship  and  Family  Ministry 
(DF!^  Department  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board. 

'"The  numbers  were  running  between 
500-600,  but  attendance  has  really  picked  up 
in  the  last  two  years.  Most  of  foe  people  who 
attend  are  Mi^issippi  Baptists,  out  we  are 
also  drawing  peopW  from  out  of  state  and 
from  other  cfowminations,"  said  Gregory,  a 
member  of  Pinelake  Church,  Brandon. 

Gregory  has  been  involved  with  the  fes¬ 
tival  for  over  15  years,  and  served  as  direc¬ 
tor  sevral  years' ago  before  accepting  the 
job  Main  in  2004. 

"Tne  numbers  are  great,  the  enthusi¬ 
asm  is  high,  and  we're  just  having  a  great 
time  watching  this  ministry  grow  trom 
year  to  year,"  she  said. 

The  featured  speakers  this  year  were  Joe 
Bruce  and  his  wife  Fondee,  ventrilcxjuists 
from  Dallas. 

Gregory  attributed  foe  popularity  of  foe 
Mississippi  Baptist  event  in  part  to  foe  high 
quality  and  diversity  of  classes  offered,  and 
iuso  to  the  skill  of  foe  instructors.  "We 
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A  LITTLE  TWIST  —  Robin  Howard  (right)  provides  guidance  to  a  student  in  ^  Wire 
Crosses  craft/recreation  class  at  the  2007  Christian  Performing  Arts  Festival  on  Februa^ 
24  at  Broadmcwr  Church,  Madison.  Attendance  at  this  year's  festival  set  another  record, 
with  over  700  people  participating.  (Photo  by  William  H.  Perkins  )r.) 


bring  in  faculty  from  all  over  the  country 
who  are  recognized  as  the  best  in  their 
fields,"  she  pointed  out. 

Marcus  Peagler,  DFM  direc- 

- ^  tor  for  the  convention  board, 

agreed.  "There  were  unique,  cre- 
anve  worship  experiences  with 
clowning,  puppetry,  drama, 
black  light  performances,  a  spe- 
dal  tTa»  for  student  pastors,  a 
recreation  track  with  games, 
crafts,  and  sports  ministry 
classes,"  he  said. 

Gregory  pointed  out  that 
Mississippi  oaptists  take  their 
Christian  performing  arts  seri- 
ously.  "Last  NovemMr,  three  of 
our  state  committee  members 
attended  the  national  perform- 
ing  arts  festival  at  LifeWay 
Ridgecrest  Conference  Center 
in  North  Carolina.  They  were 
the  committee  members  who 
coordinate  the  drama,  pup- 
petry,  and  clowning  segments 
of  our  festival." 

Gregory  expressed  her  appre- 


dation  to  the  worship 
ties  Broadmoor 

for  hosting  foe  festival,  as 
as  the  many  volunteers  who 
Lucas  (right)  leads  a  drama  class  In  interpreting  helped  make  foe  event  a  success. 
17  Christian  Performing  Arts  Festival  on  February  Drama  teams  from  Broadmoor 
issippi  Baptists  conduct  one  of  the  largest  and  and  Mississippi  College  in 
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*Lo8t  Tomb  of  Jesus’  falls  flat 


WillijunH. 
Peridiis  Jc. 

Editor 


lew  than  two  week^  the  highly 
I  paled  Diaoovefy  Channel  documentary 
XThe  Loat  Tomb  ol  Jesus  has  m^jfoded 
under  the  weight  ol  (auky  sssumplionE;  pure 
Hollywood  hype,  and  the  hopelw  quest  to 
prove  Jesus  is  not  who  He  say«  He  is. 

Ofifered  as  proof  dwt  Jesus  was  buried  in 
an  ossuary  (bone  box)  like  any  other  mor¬ 
tal  Jew  of  rlis  day  along  with  nmily  mem¬ 
bers  that  allegedly  induded  His  mother 
Mary,  wife  Mary  Magdalene,  and 
,  son  JudaK  the  Lost  Tomb  of  Jesus 
stin^  the  usual  pre-Easter  news 
media  questions  about  whether 
Jesus  was  truly  the  Son  of  God  or 
just  aiKither  messianic  fraud. 

Academy  Award-wiiming 
film  maker  James  Cameron  lent 
his  considmble  talent  to  the 
production,  which  no  doubt 
upped  the  documentary's  cred- 
ibinty  by  quitb  a  bit.  The  hsct 
that  the  normally-solid 
Discovery  Chaimel  dedicated 
four  million  dollars  to  the  film's 
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production  obo  generated  con¬ 
fidence  in  the  renability  of  the 
"focts"  presented  dunng  the 
show's  airing  on  March  4. 

Alas,  The  Lost  Tomb  of  Jesus 
turned  out  to  be  merely  the  lat¬ 
est  entry  in  a  long  history  of  poor  schol¬ 
arship,  groundless  speculation,  and  des¬ 
perate  grasping  to  try  to  convince  us  dwt 
me  baE&  few  the  entir^  of  the  Christian 
faith  —  die  virgin  biilh,  life,  ministry, 
deadx  resurrection,  and  ascension  of 
Jesus  Christ  —  didn't  actually  happen. 


The  film  makers  protest  that  they're 
just  doing  their  Jobs  and  that  th^  are 
merely  putting  rorth  the  physkal  evi¬ 
dence  tfwy  have  uncoverra,  but  their 
altruism  doesn't  ring  true. 

From  the  beginning  of  the  hype,  there 
were  questions  about  the  film's  trustwor¬ 
thiness.  ArchaeologiBts  who  ivorked  at  the 
tonib  site  after  its  discovery  in  19B0  dis¬ 
missed  the  idea  that  anyone  could  conclude 
thaO»us  of  the  Gospw  was  buried  there. 

“They  just  want  to  get  money  for  it," 
said  Amos  lOonet  the  Isnwli  archaeologist 
who  was  put  in  charge  of  the  tomb  by^ 
government  after  its  discovery. 

“iHe  fact  that  it's  been  ignoied  tells  you 
something.  H  would  be  amusing  if  H  didn't 
mislead  so  many  people,“  said  William 
Devec  professor  emeritus  at  the  University  of 
Atiaana  and  an  exp^  in  eastern  archaeology. 

Now  the  statistical  probabilities  of  the 
tomb  being  diat  of  Je^s  of  the  Gospels, 
quoted  in  the  documentary,  are  b«ing 
called  into  question.  University  of  Toronto 
statistician  Andrey  Feuerverser  calculated 
diete  was  only  a  one  in  600  chance  that  the 
femily  names  found  on  ossuaries  in  die 
toad)  could  be  some  family  odier  than 
Jems  of  the  Gospek.  The  film  makers 
used  Feuerverger's  conclusions  as  an 
important  lindipin  in  the  documentary. 

On  Manii  9,  a  column  Carl  Bialik  in  the 
WUI  Sheet  Journal  descrioed  Feuerverger's 
methodology  as  “questionable.* 

“Had  me  professor  assumed  the 
inscr^phon  could  be  for  any  Mary,  a  very 
common  name  then,  it  ivould  be  far  less 
likely  diat  Christ's  family  is  in  die  tomb. 


The  mathematical  finding  would  become 
'statistically  not  significant,'  Prof. 
Feuerverger  tells  me,“  Bailik  wrote. 

Furdiermore,  Feuerverger  admits  in  the 
Journal  that  his  contractual  obligations  to 
the  f^  makers  set  limits  on  peer  review 
and  how  much  detail  he  could  discuss 
about  the  mediodok^  he  used  to  come  up 
widi  die  one  in  6(X)  t^re.  He  also  admits 
he  was  paid  what  he  describes  as  a  "nomi- 
nal“  fee  for  his  participation  in  the  film. 

Feuerverger  himseU  is  apparently  not 
comfortable  with  die  way  the  film  makers 
used  his  calculations.  “There  is  a  mismatch 
between  how  die  media  works  and  how 
academia  woiks,“  he  told  Bailik. 

Critics  are  springing  up  everywhere. 
“The  filmmakers  grt  around  reasonable 
doubt  with  the  twin  pillars  of  cable  docu¬ 
mentaries:  hokey  costume  drama  re-enact¬ 
ments  and  state-of-the-art  robotic  cameras 
that  see  around  corners  and  down  dark 
holes,”  wrote  Alessandra  Stanley  in  a 
March  3  New  York  Times  review. 

“We're  talking  about  moving  all  the 
pieces  here  to  make  for  sensational  televi¬ 
sion  and  frankly,  that's  why  1  think  most 
Christians  are  going  to  take  this  widiout 
any  seriousness  at  all,”  observed  R.  Albert 
Mohler  Jr.,  president  of  Southern 
Seminary  in  Louisville,  Ky.,  in  an  appear¬ 
ance  on  CNN's  Larry  IGns  Live  ^ow. 

Simply  put,  no  one  will  ever  be  able  to 
prove  Jesus  isn't  who  He  says  He  is, 
oecause  He  is  indeed  who  He  says  He  is. 
That's  not  circular  logic.  That's  a  fact. 
That's  the  truth. 

Case  closed. 


Quick  Facts:  North  American  Mission  Board 


•  Most  North  American  Mission  Board 
(NAMB)  missions  personnd  are  joindy 
funded  with  state  Baptist  conventions, 
associations  and  churdies,  and  receive 

Sfroni  die  Annie  Annstrong  Easter 
( AABO).  The  2007  goal  is  $57 
00%  of  wluch  will  oueedy  support 
missionaries  and  their  ministries. 

•  Total  gifts  to  the  Annie  Armstrong 
Easter  Offenng  in  2006  exceeded  $57  mit- 
Ikxi.  Since  its  uioeption,  more  than  one  bil¬ 
lion  dollars  has  been  given  througji  the 
Annie  Annstrong  Easter  Offering. 

•  NAMB's  budget  for  2007  is  $124  mil¬ 
lion;  44%  of  the  budget  comes  from  AAEO 
and  36%  from  the  Cooperative  Program. 

•  NAMB's  prim^  responsfointy  is  to 
assist  Soudiem  wmM  chuniies  in  readung 
the  United  States,  Canada  and  their  territo¬ 
ries  with  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  The 
agency  provides  assistance  to  churches, 
associations  and  state  conventions  in  diurch 
planting  and  evangdisni,  including  soul¬ 
winning  training,  mterfeith  ivitness  and 
diurch  and  community  ministries. 

•  Threepriority  emphases  of  NAMB  are 
sharing  Cnrist,  starting  churches,  and 
sending  people. 

•  Headquartered  in  Alpharetta,  Ga., 
NAMB  was  formed  in  1997,  and  is  the  suc¬ 
cessor  oraanization  of  the  Home  Mission 
Board  (which  began  in  1845),  die 
Brotherhood  Comm&ion,  and  Radio  and 
Television  Commissions. 

•  The  5,300  missionaries,  2,600  chaplains 
(serving  in  military,  institutions  sudi  as  pris¬ 
ons  and  hospitals,  and  ni  oorooc^  settings! 
and  hundreds  of  thousands  ot  mission  vohnv 
teers  (e.g.  World  Changers,  Mission  Service 
Co^  missionaries)  are  sedung  to  reach  the 
estimated  248  million  unbewvers  in  the 
United  States,  Canada,  and  their  territories. 


Annie  Annstrong  Easter  OEferii^*' 
Natlonl  M:  $57,(M)0*000 

wwwAnnieArmstrong*  com 

NOKIHAMmCAN 
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•  Southern  Baptists  have  a  goal  of  start¬ 
ing  mote  than  2,(j00  churches  each  yw. 

•  Church  and  community  mmistries 
such  as  Pregnancy  Care  Centers,  literacy 
missions.  Baptist  center  ministries,  week 
day  ministiW,  and  immigration  and 
hungrt  ministries  result  in  more  than 
30,00bprofe9sions of  feith  each  year. 

•  Tne  StratMic  Focus  City  (SFC) 
emphases  for  200/  are  Baltimore  and  San 
Diego.  Since  it  began  in  1996,  NAMB's 
SFCemphasis  has  yielded  more  than  400 
church  plants  and  more  than  55,000  vol¬ 
unteers  in  nine  cities. 

•  AD  seven  Soudvnm  Baptist  seminari^ 
including  die  Canadian  Southern  Bap^ 
Theological  Seminary,  have  Nehemiah 
Project  mission  professcirs  in,  place.  Because 
of  ttiis  partnership  to  mobilize  new  churdi 


Klanters,  almost  900  church  planter  interns 
■ve  been  appointed  to  serve  in  summer, 
semestei;  and  ruU-time  capacities. 

•  More  than  25,000  youdi  and  adults 
learned  about  missiem  involvement  and 
ministry  by  participating  in  93  World 
Changers  and  PowerPlant  projects  last 
year,  leading  1,270  people  to  make  deci- 
sicMis  for  Christ. 

•  More  dian  1,700  hi^  school  and  col¬ 
lege  students  answered  Ck>d's  call  as  sum¬ 
mer,  Sojourner,  Innovator  and  semester 
missionaries  last  year,  resulting  in  1,016 
professions  of  faith. 

•  More  dum  50,000  people  are  trained  in 
Southern  Baptist  Disaster  Relief,  and 
NAMB  works  in  partnership  with  l^ptist 
state  conventions  to  coordinate  national 
disaster  relief  efforts. 
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Laotians  carry  special  ministry  across  U.S 


"The  Annie  Armstrong 
Easter  Offering  makes  dung 
duit  is  imposMble  among  us... 
poaaible." 

It's  profound  and  ironic  dtat 
North  American  missionary 
Thlra  Siengsukon  (pronounced 
See-eng'-su-kone')  —  Chinese 
by  biim  Thai  by  culture,  and 
for  whom  Englim  is  a  second 
language  —  could  so  eloquent¬ 
ly  yet  concisely  utter  jtist  14 
words  duit  so  accurately  reflect 
what  the  Annie  Armstrong 
Easter  Offering  is  all  about. 

The  57-year-old  Sienssukon, 
director  of  dw  Lao  SarKX>l  of 
Ministry  at  Midwestern 
Semina^  in  Kansas  City,  Mo., 
is  also  an  Asian  missionary 
strate^st  and  dturch  planter 
for  ^e  North  American 
Mission  Board  (NAMB)  and  the 
Kansas-Nebraska  Convention 
of  Soud^em  Baptists. 

Siengsukon  and  wife 
Mondra  are  two  of  more  ^n 
5,300  missionaries  in  dw  United 
States,  Canada  and  their  territo¬ 
ries  supported  by  the  Annie 
Armstrong  Easter  Offering  for 
Nor^  American  h^ions.  He's 
one  of  eight 
missionariM  h 
of  die  annual 
last  week.  1 
Armstrong  Easter  Offering's 
goal  is  $57  million,  \0O%  of 
which  is  used  for  missionaries 
like  dw  Siengsukons. 

Bom  in  Bangkok  as  the  son  of 
non-Christian,  Chinese  pMients, 
Siengsukon  was  raised  in  the 
Tluii  culture,  educated  in  Thai 
schools,  aiKl  taught  the  Buddhist 
relupon  of  his  ancestors. 

^When  I  joined  an  American 
missionary 's  youth  program  at 
a  chapel  near  my  house,  I  heard 
about  Jesus  anci  the  Gospel  for 
the  first  time,"  he  said.  'T  com¬ 
pared  Christian  beliefs  to  the 
Buddhist  beliefs  tau^ 
as  a  child  at  my  soiool  and 
home.  After  three  years,  I  sur¬ 
rendered  to  Christ,  admitted  I 
was  a  sinner,  and  Christ  gave 
me  a  brand  new  life  in  Him." 

After  graduating  from 
Trinity  Collie  and  Thailand 
^minaiy  in  Bangkok,  the 
Siengsukons  came  to  the 
United  States  so  Thira  could 
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as  part  continue  his  studies  at  Central 
of  Prayer  Seminary  in  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Annie  He  and  Montira  soon  devel- 
a  passion  for  planting 
1  winning  to  Christ 
immi¬ 
grants  in  America.  He  has  served 
five  years  as  d\e  church  planter 
and  pastor  of  New  Life  Baptist 
Church,  a  Lao  congregation  in 
Olathe,  Kan.  —  cme  ot  only  80 
Lao  churches  in  the  entire 
Southern  Baptist  Convention. 

Siengsukon  dien  intended  to 
return  to  Thailand,  but  God 
had  other  ideas. 

"I  couldn't  return  to  Thailand 
because  I  couldn't  find  a  Lao 
pastor  to  replace  me.  In  the 
it  to  me  meantime,  the  Lord  helped  me 
see  he  struggles  of  most  Lao 
congregations  in  the  United 
States  and  he  desperate  need 
for  biblical  training  for  Lao  pas¬ 
tors  and  church  leaders," 

Sienguson  explained.  '"The  Lord 
spoke  to  my  heart,  asking  me, 

'Why  can't  you  train  hem?'" 

In  partnership  wih  NAMB, 
the  Kansas-Nebraska 

Convention  of  Southern 
Baptists,  and  he  Midwestern 
Seminary,  Siengsukon  founded 
the  Lao  School  of  Ministry  in 
I^nsas  City,  Mo.,  in  1988. 

"My  ministry  equips  Lao- 
culture  pastors  and  church 
leaders,  who  are  Gcxl-call^, 
wih  a  strong  biblical  education 
and  practice  training  to  serve 
the  Lord  and  proclaim  the 
Gospel  to  Laotian  and  other 
people  in  he  U.S.,"  Siengsukon 
saicf  "Our  students  are  first- 

generation  Christians  who  — ,  ,  -  u. 

ne^  basic  biblical  knowledge  Christian  Action  Commission,  according  to  the  commissionere 
and  background."  end  of  a  16-13  vote  to  hire  him.  Criticism  centered  around  th 

Although  Siengsukon's  which  Baker  was  nominated  and  liis  ethical  views,  especially  < 
school  is  headQuartered  at 

Midwestern  Semmary,  it's  diffi-  " 

cult  for  most  Laotian  pastors  to  ..  j  n 

leave  h^  congregations  across  Accordingto  Home  Life  magazine.  Rock  and  roll  comes  s 
he  United  Stem  mkI  travel  to  the  jungles.  The  tempo  is  the  same  heard  in  the  jungle  nigh 
he  seminary  for  heir  training,  pound  out  heir  tom-tom  rhythms." 


churches  and  winnirij 
the  estimated  169,(XX) 
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Never  Pass  a  Penkot 


You  Can  Restond 
Right  Now! 

Simply  share  the  following  mayer 
uritn  uod  in  your  own  wotm: 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 
(I  have  sinned.) 

2.  I  want  formveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eternal 
death.  (I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(f  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  1  want  to  live  in  a  lov¬ 
ing  relationship  with  Him.  (I 
receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

"But  as  many  as  received  him, 
to  them  he  gave  the  right  to  become 
children  of  God,  even  to  those  who 
believe  in  his  name."  (John  1:12) 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  church  for  spiritu¬ 
al  guidance. 


•••Mil  **•* 


As  we  continue  to  collect 
pe^es  for  dte  Memorial  to  the 
Missing  filling  a  glass  case  that 
will  hold  50  million  pennies,  it 
has  been  interesting  to  hear 
from  a  number  of  you  who  have 
changed  or  at  least  refocused 
your  view  of  a  penny.  Each  one 
of  the  pennies  in  the  nwmorial 
represents  one  precious  little 
baoy.  This  year  we  passed  the 
50  million  n\ark  of  abortions 
duit  have  occurred  since  1973 
following  the  Roe  vs.  Wade  deci¬ 
sion  of  dw  Supreme  Court.  With 
no  fanfare  or  national  day  of 
remembrance,  we  ignored  this 
incredible  milestone  of  hunuin 
loss.  Every  penny  is  a  person, 
and  every  person  has  tremen¬ 
dous  value  in  the  eyes  of  God. 
This  Memorial  to  we  Missing 
helps  us  visualize  diis  unno¬ 
ticed  tragedy. 

How  mu^  is  a  penny  worth? 
It  has  certainly  gone  through 
many  changes  over  the  years, 
and  not  just  the  imprint  that  Ls 
on  the  copper,  but  me  value  of 
the  one-cent  piece  itself.  I  am 
confident  ole  Ben  Franklin  was 
referring  to  a  coin  of  far  greater 
value  today's  penny  when 
he  said,  "A  penny  saved  is  a 
penny  earned."  Inflation,  deval¬ 
uation  of  coins,  and  even  the 
change  in  the  substance  of  die 
coin  has  made  it  of  less  and  less 
value.  The  old,  old  penmes  were 
90%  copper  and  l6%  zinc.  I  am 
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Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  ConventiiHi  Board 


told  that  today  they  are  90*^ 
zinc  and  Wft)  copper. 

What  can  you  buy  with  a 
penny?  Like  some  of  you,  my 
nrst  thought  would  probably 
be  gum  from  one  of  mose  old 
gumball  madiines,  but  now  the 
gum  is  worth  more  than  a 
penny.  In  fact,  for  those  of  you 
who  may  have  been  out  of  cir¬ 
culation  for  a  while,  those 
penny  gumball  machines  went 
to  a  nickel,  and  somewhere 
along  the  line  they  jump^  up 
to  a  quarter.  1  suppose  in  dw 
days  aliead  my  grandchildren 
will  probably  come  and  ask  for 
a  dollar  bill  so  they  can  get 
diem  a  piece  of  gum. 

What  can  you  buy  with  a 
penny?  I  really  can't  think  of 
anything.  In  a  day  when  water 
can  cost  you  one  to  three  dol¬ 
lars  a  bottle,  you  can't  even  get 
a  decent  gulp  with  a  penny. 
Somehow  wim  the  devaluation 
of  coins  there  has  also  come  the 
devaluation  of  life  itself.  In  our 
country  silently  and  invisibly 
with  the  decision  of  the 
Supreme  Court  that  makes 


abortion  legal  and  covered  with 
a  shroud  of  medical  technology 
that  seems  to  provide  moral 
approval,  we  have  gone  about 
taking  one  life  at  a  time,  and 
through  whatever  arguments 
you  want  to  use  our  society  has 
decided  that  those  little  persons 
are  of  no  value. 

It  is  interesting  how  we  have 
lessened  their  wordv,  for  they 
are  no  longer  people.  They  are 
not  even  wbies.  We  refer  to 
them  as  "fetuses."  Say  what  you 
will  and  call  it  what  you  want, 
die  truth  is  diat  in  the  case  of 
most  abortions  performed  in 
our  nation  if  a  surgeon  were  to 
take  the  time  to  pemrm  a  care¬ 
ful  operation  and  open  the 
womb  he  would  remove  a 
developing  child  that  anyone  of 
us  would  be  able  to  recognize  as 
a  small  human  being. 

In  collecting  and  giving  our 
pennies  to  the  Memorial  to  die 
Missing  many  of  us  have 
become  penny  conscious  and 
person  conscious.  Every  penny 
represents  a  person  and  so 
when  walking  along  the  side¬ 


walk  and  you  notice  a  penny 
on  the  ground,  pause  to  pick  it 
up  and  think  about  what  one 
little  small  person  could  have 
become.  After  your  purchase  at 
the  store,  you  receive  change 
and  sprinkled  among  the  nick¬ 
els  and  dimes  there  may  be  a 
penny  or  two.  Stop  and  think  of 
what  great  value  a  child  has. 

Your  pennies  are  needed  to 
help  fill  die  glass  case  and  aim- 
plete  the  memorial.  If  you  have 
collected  pennies  and  nave  not 
been  able  to  get  them  to 
Jackson,  Just  call  die  Christian 
Action  Gcxnmission,  and  they 
will  help  arrange  to  have  som^ 
one  picK  them  up.  If  you  send 
dollar  bills  or  a  dieck,  we  will 
convert  them  to  pennies.  Our 
nation  needs  to  see  what  50 
million  looks  like.  Even  now  if 
you  get  an  opportunity  to  come 
oy  tM  Baptist  Building  and 
give  God  a  little  of  your  time  to 
stand  at  this  memorial,  you  will 
be  amazed  at  the  enormity  of 
what  has  taken  place  and  is 
happening  in  our  nation  day  by 
day.  View  the  pennies  and  see 
the  people  —  precious,  produc¬ 
tive,  but  now  missing  prople. 

God  help  us  not  onw  to  stop 
destroying  our  children  but 
also  to  move  toward  a  high, 
heavenly  view  of  die  worth  of  a 
human  being. 


The  author  may  be  contacted  at 
P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205- 
0530.  E-mail:  jfutrali^bcb.org. 


African-American  students  attend  annual  retreat 


"Let's  give  God  a  praise  offer¬ 
ing,  amen?"  Tobias  Jackson  of 
Rust  College  asked  a  room  full  of 

C>ers  at  d%  State  Black  Student 
nion  (BSU)  Retreat  held  Feb.  16- 
17  at  Camp  Garaywa  in  Qinton. 
"Surely  God  is  in  die  place,"  he 
continued  as  the  crowd  of  nearly 
200  students  stoexi  to  their  feet 
and  applauded. 

"Tnis  is  a  special  opportunity 
designed  by  African-American 
students  that  is  open  to  all  col¬ 
lege  students.  The  annual  week¬ 
end  includes  worship,  inspira¬ 
tion,  and  a  challenge  to  serve  in 
missions  and  ministry  on  their 
campuses  and  beyond,"  said 
Weaver  McCracken,  director  of 
collegiate  ministry  for  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board  (MklB). 

According  to  McCracken,  the 
State  BSU  Retreat  has  been  goii^ 
on  for  more  dian  50  years.  BSU 
choirs,  seminars,  and  me  Mr.  and 
Ms.  BSU  pageant  helped  to  make 
this  a  well-attended  student 
retreat  among  both  white  and 
black  collegians  this  year. 

The  theme  for  the  event. 
Pressing  On  For  Christ,  was 
based  on  Philippians  3:13-14. 
Dolf^us  Weary,  executive  direc¬ 
tor  of  Mission  Mississippi,  served 
as  die  keynote  speakn.  Mission 
Mississippi  is  a  Jackson-based 
oigwiization  that  promotes  unity 
in  me  body  of  Christ  across  racial 
and  denominatioiial  lines. 

"This  weekend  is  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  students  from  all 
over  Mississippi  to  learn  from 
each  other,  snare  their  experi¬ 
ences,  and  touch  one  ano^r's 
hearts,"  said  Jessie  Dawson  of 


UNITY  IN  CHRIST  —  Doiphus  Weary,  executive  diteclor  of  Mission 
Mississippi  in  Jackson,  addrencs  paitidpants  at  the  annual  Black  Student 
Union  Retreat  at  Camp  Garaywa  in  Ginton.  Mission  Mississippi  pro¬ 
moles  unity  in  the  body  of  Christ  across  racial  and  denominational  lines. 
(Photo  by  Erica  Harms) 


Jackson,  BSU  state  coordinator. 

Ministry  leaders  within  the 
state  were  present  to  recruit 
help.  Robert  Washington,  new 
church  plant  pastor  of  the 
African-American  congrega¬ 
tion  at  Oak  Forest  Church, 
Jackson,  and  Herron  Wilson, 
director  of  Indianola  Delta 
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Missions,  were  on  hand  to  talk 
to  students  about  needs  they 
can  fill  now  and  during  the 
summer  in  these  ministries. 

Wilson  indicated  he  talked 
with  five  students  expressing 
interest  in  helping  with  their 
six-week  summer  Vacation 
Bible  School  program. 


African-American  BSU  work 
sponstired  by  MBCB  and  sup¬ 
ported  by  gim  to  the  Mississippi 
Cooperative  Program  is  active 
on  the  campuses  of  Jackson  State 
University  m  Jackson;  three  cam- 
of  Hinds  Community 
at  Raymond,  Utica,  and 
Edwards;  Rust  College  in  Holly 
Springs;  and  Mississippi  Valley 
State  University  in  Itta  Bena. 

Additionally,  African-Amer¬ 
ican  students  are  involved  in  all 
of  the  more  than  30  programs  of 
Baptist  Student  Union  work  on 
the  campuses  of  Mississippi  uni¬ 
versities,  colleges,  community 
colleges,  and  junior  college. 

"Tnroughout  the  year,  these 
students  nave  outreach  min¬ 
istries  both  on  campus  and  in 
the  community.  People  need  to 
know  about  Christ  and  about 
accepting  Him  as  Savior.  These 
young  people  have  set  aside 
time  and  are  willing  to  share 
this  with  other  peo^.  God  is 
working  and  we  are  getting  to 
be  a  part  of  it,"  Dawson  said. 

For  more  information  on  the 
Black  Student  Union  and 
Baptist  Student  Union  pro¬ 
grams  in  Mississippi,  contact 
McCracken  at  P.O.  Box  530, 
Jackson,  MS  39205-0530. 
Telephone;  (601)  292-3299  or 
toll-free  outside  Jackson  (800) 
748-1651,  ext.  299.  E-mail: 
wmccracken4%ibcb.org.  Web 
site:  www.mbcb.org. 

Correspondent  Erica  Harms 
and  Weaifer  McCracken,  colle¬ 
giate  ministry  director  for  the 
Mississippi  mmtist  Convention 
Board,  authored  this  article. 
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I  GvideStoiie  offers  a  simple,  one-choice  retirement  path.  | 


Uxikifm  for  a  new  directkjn  in  retirement  pUnning>  If  so.  (iuideStonc  has  a  noA-  option 
MvDcstination  l  unds  With  the  launch  of  the  five  MYDcsUnaUtm  Funds,  CiuideStone 
Financial  Resources  is  niakinit  available  a  sinulc  fund  retirement  solution. 

The  patlt  is  cast  Decide  tchen  you  want  to  retire  and  pick  the  fond  dosesi  to  your 
tarjiet  a-uremeni  dale  Then,  make  consistent  and  appropriate  atirement  cimuibutions 
throu{(houi  yiHir  career  vtiih  the  Roal  tif  airtvinR  at  reurement  prepared  to  start  the  next 
phase  ol  your  ioumet 

r>ll  1-888-99-0 in DE  today  to  Icam  more  about  Mvl^cstinatkin  Funds 

WHERE  00  YOU  WANT  TO  GO? _ 

VLsit  our  Web  site.  umti’.GmkleSttme.orgfMylJe^imttioH,  and  discover  how  CiuideStonc 
can  help  you  determine  your  route  to  retirement 

By  investing  m  MyOesbMtton  Funds,  you  incur  the  expenses  of  the  funds  m  edddton 
to  the  underlying  Seiect  Funds.  You  mey  muest  in  the  Select  Funds  direedy.  except  the 
Gfobef  Bond  Fund. 

You  should  cerefudy  consider  the  investment  obtectives.  nsks.  cherges  end  expenses  of 
GuideStone  Funds  before  investing.  Fore  copy  of  the  prospectus  with  this  end  other  informebon 
ebout  the  funds,  pleese  cell  1888-9e-6UID6  0-888-984-8433)  or  visit  wvm  GutdeStone.org  to 
view  or  downloed  e  prospectus  You  should  read  the  prospectus  carefully  before  investing 
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5.  DM  UwCTimd  to  MMitry,  Flral  OmmcIi  Myrick,  Laurd 


k.  Lottie  Moon,  CaKnry  Chwcli,  ftacagouhi 


7.  Deacon  Ordhietiont^  Union  Omrdi,  Raleigh 


5.  Pint  ChuKh  Mj^ck, 
LaureL  lioen^  Rory  Dill  to 
the  ministry  Mar.  4.  Shown 
are  pastor  Jackie  Spdl  and 
Dill.  Dill  is  available  for 
supply  (601)  428-1289. 

6.  Calvary  Chutich,  Pasca¬ 
goula,  exceeded  its  Lottie 
Morni  goal  of  $3000.  Shown 
are  Rcmrt  Hinger,  Wendy 
Hinger,  Merle  Ivy,  and  sev¬ 
eral  KAs  and  GAs. 

7.  Union  Church,  Raleigh, 
ordained  Hollis  Blackwell, 
Mark  Tullos,  Joshua  Currie, 
and  Brantley  Smith  as  dea¬ 
cons  Jan.  14.  Shown  are 
Blackwell,  Tullos,  pastor 
Hayes,  Currie,  and  Smidi. 

8.  Calvary  Church,  Summit, 
celebrated  a  notebuming 
Jai\.  28  for  their  new  Sunday 
Sdiool  rooms.  Shown  are 
Steve  Lofton,  Julian  Loftoa 
pastor  Jlon  West,  Sheila 
M<Hgan,  George  Morgan, 
Jero^  Price,  Rebecca 
Lofted  and  Pam  Spiers. 

9.  Union  Church,  Raleigh, 
ordained  A1  Lott  to  me 
gospel  ministry  Jan.  7. 
Shown  are  pastor  David 
Hayes  and  Lott. 

10.  The  fifth  grade  students  of 


8.  Notebuming  Ceremony,  Calvery  Church,  Summit 


reaoi  a  goal  of  a  mile  of 
pennies  for  the  Annie 
Armstrong  Easter  OBnring, 
which  ecjuals  84,480  pen¬ 
nies.  On  Mar.  4,  the  children 
presented  d^r  offering  of 
over  $1100  in  pennies  and 
chan«,  which  helped  the 
churw  meet  its  overall 
offering  goal  of  $16,000. 
Shown  are  the  participants. 

11.  Antioch  Church,  Brandon, 
held  a  piano  dedication  ser¬ 
vice  Jan.  28,  wid\  singing 
and  piano  playing  by  vari¬ 
ous  members.  Shown  are 
Wendy  Carter  and  Penny 
Carter. 

12.  Goss  Church,  Columbia, 
presented  the  Christmas 
musical  Miracle  on  Main 
Street  Dec.  10.  Shown  are 


13.  Lawrence  Assexiation  will 
host  dte  Area  8  wMu  meet- 
irw  May  5  at  Bettid  Churdh, 
Monticcllo,  widi  registra- 
tiem  and  refreshments  at 
9*J0  a.m.  aiKl  program  at  10. 
Doima  Swartz,  sMaker.  The 


project  is  the  Mississippi 
River  Ministry.  For  infbrma- 
tkxi  on  items  to  bring  to  die 
meeting  for  the  proi^  or 
other  information,  call  (601) 
649-8114  or  736-2254. 

14.  Cedar  View  Church,  OUve 
Branch,  will  host  a  commu¬ 
nity  singing  with  Mike 
Franklin  Mar.  17, 6  p.m. 

♦  ♦ 


9.  Ordination,  Union  Church,  Raleigh 


10.  Penny  Collection,  Fheth  Church,  Gautier 


11.  Plano  Dedkation,  Antioch  Church,  Brandon 


12.  Chiielmm  JMfl^  <fOie.  Chmuih,  Cohnubia 


ia  a  graduate  of  >^^lHam  Gtrey 
Univeraity  and  New  Orieana 


17.  WaMa  Recofaizcd, 

15.  Wriborw  Ucenaed  to  Miniatry^  Gwiwth  Church,  Heidelberg  16.  Sldnner  licenaing»  Eaat  PhWadeIpWa  Cimrcli,  Philadelphia  Riendahip  Churdi,  BrooUiaven 
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15.  Corinth  Church,  Heidel* 
beru,  Ucenaed  Shane 
WelDom  to  the  miniatry 

,  Mar.  4.  Shown  are  paator 
BiU  Riley  and  V^Ibom. 

16.  Eaat  Philadelphia  Church, 
Philadelphia,  recently 
Ucenaed  Mike  Skinner  to 
the  miniatry.  Shown  are 
paator  Mike  Smithey, 
Glenda  Skinner,  Skinner, 
and  Mark  Qoys. 

17.  Fiiendahip  Church,  Brook- 
haven,  recognized  deacon 
Cam^  A.  Watta  at  hia  retire¬ 


ment  after  serving  57  years 
aa  volunteer  treaaurer  of  the 
dturch.  Hia  wife  Be  Be 
served  as  assistant  treasurer. 
Chad  Yarborough,  pastor. 

18.  Palestine  Church,  Plant- 
eraville,  entered  a  float 
which  won  3rd  place  in  dw 
Nettleton  Christmas 
Parade.  The  float  showed  a 
nativity  scene  aird  a  resur¬ 
rection  scetw. 

19.  Calvary  Church,  Waynes¬ 
boro,  hosted  Jones  County 
Junior  Collie's  concert 
choir  Feb.  2^  Shown  are 
the  participants. 

20.  Student  leaders  from  First 
Church,  Magee,  prepare  to 
leave  for  a  Leaoership 
Retreat  at  IWin  Lakes 
Friday,  Feb.  16.  Shown  from 
left  to  right:  Hayden  Schaub, 
Ian  Cowart,  Garrett  Graves, 
Braiulon  Johnston,  Ashlee 
Zila,  Allie  Luckey,  Maggie 
Williams,  Lorin  McAlpn, 
E)evin  Hart,  KaitUn  Berch 
and  Brittrwy  Ainsworth. 


22.  Groundbreaking,  Ridglea  Heights  Church,  Moss  Point 


21.  Femwood  Church,  Gulf¬ 
port,  will  have  Palm 
Sunday  services  Apr.  1,  11 
a.m.;  House  of  Prayer  Apr. 
2,  7  p.m.;  Lord's  Supper 
Apr.  5,  7  p.m.;  Good  Fnaay 
services  Apr.  6,  7  p.m.;  chil¬ 
dren's  Easter  eggnunt  Apr. 
7,  11  a.m.;  andbaster  ser¬ 
vices  Apr.  8, 10:45  a.m. 

22.  Ridglea  Heights  Church, 
Moss  Point,  broke  ground 
Mar.  4  on  their  new  multi¬ 
purpose  facility.  Shown 
are  Martha  Bish^  (sit¬ 
ting),  George  McE^onald, 
Vimet  McDonald,  Thelma 
Dixon,  Frank  Dixon,  Bill 
Dixon,  and  Jim  Sciple. 
Steve  Cirlot,  pastor. 

23.  Society  Hill  Church, 
Oakvale,  will  host  Calm 
Assurance  Mar.  18,  6  p.m. 

24.  Pleasant  Grove  Church, 
Wayne  County,  Laurel,  pre¬ 
sented  James  Shoemake 
with  a  plaque  for  60  years 
of  service  as  a  Sunday 
School  teacher  Jan.  28. 

25.  luka  Church,  luka,  is  spon¬ 
soring  their  2007  Women's 
Confwnce  Apr.  21,  featur¬ 
ing  Kay  Faulkenbery  of 
Padiw^  Ministries  and  the 

'  luka  Cnurdi  Praise  Team. 
Cost  is  $10;  registration 
begins  at  8  a.m.  and  includes 
breakfast  and  lunch.  For 
more  informatioa  call  (662) 
423-5246  or  visit  www.iuk- 
abaptistchurdi.org. 


Boulnh  Chufdi,  Newton: 
Revival,  Man  18-21;  Sun.,  10'.55 
ajn.,  followed  by  a  fellowship 
m^‘  Sun.-WBd.,  7  p.m.;  Mike 
Everett,  speaker;  Watkins, 
music,  Keith  Ramage,  pastor. 

Noftti  Winona  Church, 
lIBnona:  Revival,  Man  25-28; 
Sun.,  11  a.m.  and  6  p.m.; 
Mon.-Wed.,  noon  and  7  p.m.; 
Dale  Wdkei;  Van  Buren,  Ark., 
speaker;  Ru^  Fair,  pastor. 


Phiiadalpliia  Church,  Ella: 
Revival,  Apn  18-21;  Dale 
Gavatt,  Memphis,  speaker;  Neil 
Hodge,  Oxkm,  music;  Bobby 
Irvin,  pastor;  for  more  informa¬ 
tion,  call  (662)  236-5315. 

Wheeler  Grove  Church,  Cor- 
indi:  RevhraL  Man  25^27;  Sun., 
6-30  p.m.;  Mon.-T\ies.,  7  p.m-; 
Phil  fiosldns,  Kingspo^  Tcna, 
speaker;  special  singing  each 
itt^tt;  KaraBlackard,  paMor. 


Man  4;  nis  wife  is  named  Janet 
and  he  has  two  ooOege-imed 
diildiea  Kyle  and  KadL 

Joe  Herndon  has  resigned 
as  paator  of  Furrs  Churdi, 
PoMOtoc,  and  is  available  for 
paslon  ii^erim,  or  suppfe.  He 
may  be  oonlaclod  at  (w2)  419- 
19S  or  (662)^-6610. 


18.  Nettie  ton  Christmas  Ibrade,  Mesline  Church,  PiantersviNe 


19.  )C|C  Concert  Chok,  Calvary  Church,  Waynesboro 


9106001  Leaders,  First  Church,  Magee 
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WUllaa  CaMtj  Uahrmkjr't  Preview  2007  will  be  held 
Mar.  31  from  9  aon.  until  1:30  p.m.  on  the  Hattiesburg  campus. 
Designed  for  prospective  students.  Preview  Day  V7  offers  stu¬ 
dents  a  dumoe  to  attend  informative  sessions  about  financial 
aid  and  admissions  procedures,  take  campus  tours,  and 
a  Block  Party.  Breakfast  and  registratfon  begins  at  9  a.nn.  in  the 
Wilkes  Dinitw  Hail  flowed  by  wricxxne  and  infmmation  ses- 
sioits  in  the  Sudent  Conference  Center.  Campus  tours  begin 
at  10:30  a.m.  and  the  Bkxk  Party  begins  at  11 JO  a.m.  Stunts 
wishing  to  pre-register  may  do  so  at  1230  p.m.  An  additkxud 
$1,000  schosarahip  will  be  available  to  students  who  mialify 
for  atteiKling  aiul  registeriirg  on  Mar.  31.  Students  shcNild 
respowul  before  Mar.  21  by  calling  (601)  318-6103,  (800)  962- 
5W1  ext.  103,  or  email  admia8ion80wmcarey.edu.  Studmts 
planning  to  register  on  Mar.  31  must  send  all  admissions 
materiab  no  later  drum  Mar.  21.  Admissions  materials  are  to  be 
maiM  to  William  Carey  University,  498  IViscan  Avenue  WCU 
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QH  IQCVU  CPF  ECNXCU 


Metropolitan  Opera,  will  perform  in  concert  Mar.  22  at  7:3k 
p.m.  in  the  Smim  Auditorium  on  the  Hattiesburg  campus  o 
Wuiiaai  Carey  Univcnity.  Tickets  are  $10  general  admissior 
and  $5  for  students.  They  will  be  available  at  the  door,  or  yen 
may  call  in  advance  for  more  information  to  (601)  318-6173. 

3.  Memorial  Hon^  Auxili^  _ 

awarded  $15,000  in  nursing  ^  ^ 

scholarships  to  the  University  '* 

of  Southern  Misstssippi-Guif 
Coast,  William  Carey 
University  on  the  Coast, 

Pearl  River  Community 
College,  Mississippi  Guff 
Coast  Community  College, 

Davis,  Jackson  Ccnmty 
and  Perkinston  Mar.  1.  Shown 
are  Janet  Williams,  professor 
of  nur^g  and  director  of  the 
nursing  program  at  William 
Carey  university's  Gulfport  t 
Campus,  and  Mildred 
Fayard,  Memorial  Hospital 
Auxilian^  Treasuier.  ^  ^ 


DWV  DA  JKU  QYP 


DNQQF  JC  GPVGTGF  KP 


15  4  Islands:  tnmfloZd* 

Depart  August  13, 2007 

Join  other  BapMs  on  he  moet  eHordebte  two-week,  four-ieiand  HaMNwan 
vaoeion  youl  ever  find  Your  group  Ml  iy  to  Honolulu  for  five  nights  in 
mmu.  hree  nighti  on  Kauai,  two  nighti  on  Maui,  one  night  in  Hlo.  and  thraa 
ni(^ts  in  Kona  Sightseeing  on  ovary  isiand  mdudoa  A  Honolulu  city  tourwilh 
Punchbowl  Cram  and  Paari  Harbor  oruisa  to  the  Arizona  Momorial.  the  Mfalua 
rivorboot  cruwa  to  lha  Fam  Grotto,  lao  Valay  excursion  &  the  old  whaling 
coital  of  Lahaina.  a  Kilo  orchid  garden  and  Rambow  Fait.  Stack  Sand 
Baaohoa,  Voioanooa  National  Park  and  more!  *Your  prioa,  from  only  $1628 
(par  parson,  doubla  occupancy)  ndudoa  baggage  handhng,  holdt.  taxes,  al 
iighti  batwaan  the  aiandt.  and  aightmoing  and  osoort  on  wary  island  Add 
$700  for  allara  from  Jackson,  Birmingham  or  QuN|wrtlBiaa  Add  $600  from 
Mampha  ‘Your  Man’  Tours  spadalizae  in  HawsI  (with  weakly  departures 
year  ‘round)  and  has  had  its  own  oNka  in  Honolulu  sinoa  1967  Tha  pnea  a  so 
low  because  fravalars  buy  wholssala,  diracly  from  the  actual  HavaMian  tour 
operator  Friends  and  farniy  are  walcoms!  Space  is  limtisd  and  raaarvations 
wlh  a  $100  deposit  should  be  made  now. 

For  InfoniMlion.  riMrvitfora  and  brochura  ciM  7  dayt  • 

•YOUR  MAN'  TOURS  1-800-736-7300 


RNCEC,  JCXKPI  QDVCKPGF 
GVGTPCN  TGFGORVKQP 


ICDTCYU  PKPG:  VYCNXC 


Cue  :  K  .  I 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  lames  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitution. 
The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial 
and  error.  Answer  to  last  week's 
puzzle:  Psalm  Forty-Three.Five. 


MSAudio  LLc 


Design  &  integration  of  Professional  Audio,  Video,  &  Lighting 
Church,  Conference  Rexxn,  Schcxil 
Ecgiipment  sales,  service  and  installation 


P.O.  Box  1 575  Ph  601-92.3-9947 
Qinlon.  MS  39060  Fax  601-924-2880 


'Snooper  Hales 

info<8>  msaudiollc  xxxn 


PINALIY  APfOROAaii  HfALTH  MIL  CAITHit  3-OAV  FtSTIVAI.,  ()UKT  CATUNaUaC  CABIN  RniEAlt  INSUBANCf  CONSULTANTS  GBOUP 
Insurance  for  the  seif-en^itoy«l.  Call  Cadinburg  lour.  Five  nights.  6  days,  3  2  bdrm  —  sleeps  6.  Mr  View  from  deck.  —  www.webicg.com,  sfwcializing  in 
(800)  541-8196.  Provided  by  Mega  evening  concerts,  2  morning  services.  Full  khchen,  level  entry,  $95/nile.  For  Health  Savings  Accounts  DAVE  RAMSEY- 
Hwusance,  www.christumer-ins.com.  ToUl  package;  bus,  lodging,  tickets  &  Infonnatlon;  OSt)  666-2175,  (c)  (251)  Endorsed  Local  Provider  for  health  insur- 
BEAfONAaiV  PtlCfO  INSUtANCE:  nwst  meals  $780  (double  occ).  Purpose  689-9982,  email:  pdtw#wotfdwetMLnat  ance.  Call  for  your  free  quote  laday,1- 

Medlcare  supplemsmts,  major  mad-  Driven  Tours,  Wayne  Barber  (601)  371-  HOffCR  CLASS  STUDIO,  CUSTOM  888-828-0905  or  (601 )  824-0905. _ 

kal,  A  smaH  group  health  insurance  8733.  Many  char  tours  avalldbta.  church  windows,  reworking  and  repair,  PUU-DME  PASTOR  NROCD:  Send 

plant  available  for  individuals  A  FOB  LEAK:  6S00  SQ.  FT  COMMBICIAL  Columbusdackson,  (877)  477-1899.  return^  to  First  Baptist  Church,  Central, 

churches.  Call  Carra  Turner  (662)  bldg,  4234  Lakeland  (comer  Aiqmrt/  DISCOUNT  BAPTIITKEI  A  STKPLES.  Attn:  Ibstor  Search  Committae,  9676 
231-4487  for  rates  or  visit  Lakeland)  3000  sq.  It.  Bnithed  office,  Baptistry  murah,  hsMen,  lighting,  seating,  Sullivan  Road,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70818  or 
www.tumefinsufanceonline.com.  3,5(X)  sc|.  ft.  open.  Three  heat/air  unils.  3-  wail  crosses,  pew  cushions,  kringiglas,  Fax  (225)  261-6500.  For  more  info,  call 
AffOaDAiLE  BEACNHOi  and  beach-  phase  elect.,  55,(XX)  4  cars  dailyl  To  show  carpet,  signs.  Church  Supply  Company  of  (225)  261-3722.  *  _ 

frortt  vacation  condos.  Spring  ipacialt,  call  owner/agent  Aiah  Clark  (601 )  260-  Tewas,  (800)  728-8291 . _  CHUBCH  FEW  UPHOLSTERY,  FRR  esti- 

CuW  Shores  A  Orer^  Beach,  Alabama,  8725;  Nick  CJark  (601 )  317-2536.  FMBT  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  TULLANOMA,  mates.  Davis  Upholstery,  Quitmart,  Miss., 


POCAHONTAS  BAPTIST  CHUBCH  is 
seeking  a  part-time  youth  pastor.  Sattd 
resumes  to  Pocahontas  Baptist  Church, 
42<X)  Kickapoo  Road,  Jackson,  MS 
39209  or  call  (601)  982-2305. 
CALVARY  BAPTIST  CHUBCH, 
Fbscagoula,  Miss.,  it  seeking  a  pastor 
for  a  growing  church.  Please  sertd 
resurrtds  with  picture  to:  Calvary 
Baptist  Church,  P.0. 227B,  Rpscagoula, 
MS39567  — Attentton:  Bill  Rme. 
SFBINCOAU  BAPTIST  CHUBCH  in 
Attala  county  is  seeking  a  pastor,  prefrr- 
ably  bivoratiorvil  Please  send  resume 
to  pastor  srvirfh  c  ofTwnitlee,  28)10 
Hvvy  I*#  Nofll)  iksLo,  MS 
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AINT  IT  A  SHAME 


By  Jimmy  Porter  per  week,  1,205  per  day  and  50  per  hour.  The  sad 

part  is  that  these  are  your  relatives,  co-workers,  and 
...  WHEN  over  7  million  people  friends.  Smoking  reduces  the  life  pf  the  average 
worldwide  die  annually  from  sub-  smoker  by  12  years.  The  death  rate  for  smokers  is^- 
stance  abuse  —  alcohol,  illicit  drugs  3  times  higher  than  non-smokers, 
and  tobacco!  Of  this  7  million,  illicit 

drugs  are  responsible  for  3%  of  the  ...  WHEN  69,000  kids  under  18  in  Mississippi  will 
deaths,  alconol  for  26%  of  the  ultimately  die  prematurely  from  smoking!  Also,  400  to 
deaths,  and  tobacco  71%  of  the  750  individuals  will  die  each  year  from  secondhand 
deaths.  It  is  also  estimated  that  by  smoke.  Smoking  kills  more  people  than  alcohol,  AIDS, 
2020  smoking  will  cause  10  million  car  crashes,  murders,  anci  suicides  combined. 


drugs  are  responsible  for  3%  of  the 
deaths,  alconol  for  26%  of  the 
deaths,  and  tobacco  71%  of  the 
deaths.  It  is  also  estimated  that  by 
2020  smoking  will  cause  10  million 
deaths  per  year  worldwide. 


car  crashes,  murders,  ancf  suicides  combined. 


...  WHEN  smoking  is  the  leading  pre 
ventable  cause  of  death  and  disability  m  me 
United  States!  Approximately  48  million 
U.S.  adults  smoke  cigarettes;  naif  of  these 
who  continue  will  die  from  a  smoking 
related  disease.  Tobacco  costs  $50  billion 
annually  in  medical  expenditures  and  $50 
billion  in  indirect  costs  each  year. 


...  WHEN  22.4%  of  Mississippi  high  school 
students  smoke!  Nearly  8  million  paclu  of  cigarettes 


...  WHEN  Mississippi's  tobaca>  care-cost 
approaches  approximately  $719  million  a 
year!  These  costs  account  for  $264  million  of 

I  our  already  overly  stressed  medicaid  bud¬ 
get.  Residents  of  our  state  share  this  tax 
burden  at  the  rate  of  $561  per  household. 


r...  WHEN  the  tobacco  industry  spends 
an  estimated  $200.4  million  marketing  their 
products  in  our  state  eadi  year!  The  monies 
spent  in  Mississippi  are  a  small  part  of  $15.4  bil¬ 
lion  spent  nationwide.  The  industry  knows  that 


fallen  to  dead  last  because  Governor  Haley  Barbour,  a 
former  tobacco  lobbyist,  has  worked  relentlessly  to 
eliminate  funding  for  the  program." 

...  WHEN  Mississippi  has  only  an  18<  cigarette  tax, 
the  second  lowest  in  tne  nation!  tne  average  tax  for  the 
major  tobacco  states  is  26<  while  the  national  average 
is  $1.00  on  cigarettes.  Cancemetwork.com  states,  "One 
of  the  most  effective  means  of  reducing  the  prevalence 
of  tobacco  use  is  by  increasing  federal  and  state  excise 
tax  rates.  A  10*^^  increase  in  the  price  of  cigarettes  can 
lead  to  a  4%  reduction  in  the  demand  for  agarettes." 

...  WHEN  st>mething  can  be  done,  and  it  is  not!  Our 
legislators  have  introduced  bills  this  year  to  raise  ciga¬ 
rette  taxes  and  lower  grocery  taxes.  But  the  Senate  mil 
with  27  co-authors  died  in  the  Senate  Finance 
Committee  chaired  by  Senator  Tommy  Robertson, 
who,  (as  of  this  writing)  'pocket  vetoed'  HB  247  which 
pass^  overwhelmingly  in  the  House. 


are  bought  or  smoked  by  Mississippi  kids  each  year.  It  one-third  of  underage  experimentation  with  smoking  is 
is  estimated  that  4,4(X)  kids  under  18  become  new  daily  attributable  to  toba^  company  advertising! 
smokers  every  year.  Also,  if  nationwide  trends  contin- 


ue,  approximately  5  million  children  today  will  die  pre¬ 
maturely  because  they  started  smoking  as  adolescents. 

...  WHEN  smoking  causes  440,000  deaths  annual¬ 
ly!  That  extrapolates  into  36,666  per  month,  8,461 


...  WHEN  our  state  once  ranked  #4  in  using  tobac¬ 
co  settlement  funds  for  smoking  prevention  but  now 
ranks  dead  last  —  number  51!  Tobaccofreekids.org 
states,  "Mississippi,  long  a  national  leader  and  one  m 
the  few  states  tnat  met  CDC's  recommendation,  has 


|l SI  I'OK  Till  Ki coun 


A  majority  of  the  Senate,  27  members,  can  pull  the 
bill  from  his  committee  and  pass  it.  No  doubt  the 
Governor  will  veto  it,  but  it  can  W  and  should  be  over¬ 
ridden  by  the  House  and  the  Senate.  This  would  be  a 
win-win  situation  for  our  legislators  and,  most  of  all, 
the  citizens  of  Mississippi.  V^y  not  call  your  senator 
aiKl  express  your  opinion  on  this? 


Jimmy  Porter  is  executiiv  director  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Christian  Action  Commission. 


Mr.  M.  B  BirMr 
Ito.MaO.IMy 
Mr.  A  Mn  BWw  Mootv 
Oi^BClMryt 

Mr.4kMn  ItataiT  KaiArck 


MiBaMCTMt 

IMIkMMr 

Mr.*Mn.AithiyL.  Itoy> 
Mrk.  Mary 

Ife.  *  Mn.  DomU  B.  Um 
Mr.  *  Mn.  BMfa«4  Srrouf 


Dr.  Rory  Lee,  Executive  Director 

RO.  Box  27 

Clinton,  MS  39060-0027 
(601)  922-2242 


GIFTS  OF  HONOR 
AND  MEMORY 


FnmABvl<34 

Mbmomals 


Mr.  *  Mn.  timmy  tmkmi 


Rav.AMn.  B.I.Shmter 


Mr.  A  Mn  OmM  SwMard 


Mr.  *  !*«.  Jwy  Cann 


Miry  L|na£lHtyl  LaMh 
A  Bilyk  Anfciw 

UMRlwBC-Uiiwi 


Omy  A  Sit—n  Snkh 


May  LywXSnryl  Utyk 
ABMykNtkkn 


May  LyMiOBryl  Layh 
AlWyfcNriun 


Mn.*iy|iMkliLn 

kbi.JqrB.Bokaii 

BavMiy  BABip  ar  Oa>i<  Li 
Mr.  WOMai  B.  *W' Laali.  J 
MrAMnLaryBanai 
Mr.  A  Mn.  DarMI  BaMAI 
Mn.AMaaM.PmrMyc 


AiaMiAtariMMMa 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Lary  Maim 


Mr.  A  Mn.  Hany  KUw  11 
Mi.  KakyriM 
Mn.  Bate  Vlcfcai 
Mn.  Oarkai  Vkkm 
Mr.Akln.W.W.<IMMii 
Mr.  A  Mn.  J.  V.  taka 


Jo  A  JkMwa  Sakkay 


Dr  .  A  Mn  .  HaoM  wad 


Chala  A  Caoiyo  Bixier 


Uatait  Oreaary  Camiiy.  lac 
M>  CiBa  Ciany 
Mi.  Madii  O.  Oiikiin 
Mr  A  Mn.  Ckata  L.  tawr 


fck.  A  Mn  Laaa  Haldoi 


kin.  Mmriaa  B.  Baany 


Mr.  A  Mn.  Hakan  B  Sakka 
•laLaafa 
May  LymCkayl  LAyk 
ABMykNikkii 


lABaaAtadly 


Mr.  A  Mn.  Ibm  Cooad  Jr. 


Caward  Bayka  Ckarck 


MayLyaB.CkarylLaik 


Mr.  A  Mn.  B.  B.  Baaa 


^""ifcAMn.  CkaklY.  Ban 

May  Lyaa.  Oaryl  Layh 
ABMyk  Bakin 


Mi.AnB. 


Mr.  Bakan  T.  JaOMa 


I B.  Baaalka 


Mtiia  ParaBiy  A  Joaa  Hanlina 

Mi.  VbyanA.QaM 
kirB.MI«aBin 

Mn.  ley  B.  Bakan 

kir.  A  Mn  Bd  Borana 
kIr.JvMhy 


Ttici.  OarU  A  Cady  Maya 

« i-  k.._  aa — 

kIr.  A  Mn.  Lnar  Haddot 


Idn.  Joyca  L.  Hoowr 

Mn.  MIIMM  I  jnMB 


Mn.  Joy  B.  Bokani 
kA.  A  Mn.  Ooi«  Hadon 


kA.  A  Mn  3«al  AUaa 


Mr.  A  Mn.  OaraU  yiadnrd 


kb.  klay  B.  tdcTama 


lA.  A  Mn.  Jin  Bllynai 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Maiaiy  liakai 


Mr.  A  Mn.  Jiaaaa  F  Bi«yn 
Mr.  A  kbi.  Jary  W  Caavn 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Jany  L  Brwall 
AFaMly 

kb.  Bvi  Jam  Saacia 
kb.  Bva  E  Alba 


’.  Jaan  Laaa  Vaaay 


kA.  A  Mn.  Clydi  E  Danam 


Joyoi  Laaanr  SBC.  Foma  BC 
ktt  Diyl  of  Buy  Baoaky-BO  Diyl 
Mr.  A  kin.  Ei^aaa  L.  Calyayya 

klnlMK.Maddi 


Onaka  Brodan.  lac 

Oadi  Bay  Saab 

WBHnn  E  9eaa4bM  EJaan  Co. 

Baylaab 

Ohaa  A  Jaaa  I>ay 


kA.  A  kin  BUb  O.  Caaman 

JkaflanMBl 

lA.  A  kin.  EBn  O.  Caaaai 
Mts.rbBflhaaMlar 

kb.  A  Mn  Jkany  Jaakan 
kln.BakkbfbBawm 
Lb  BoBock  A  Faally 
kb  A  Mn.  Ibany  CaMwall 
kA  AMn  'naaaaC.  HMI 
Jair  A  Ai«bi  Pahaaira 
kA.  A  Mn.  Al  BarlWd 
kA.  A  Mn.  dbym  McOoaald 
kA.Cnabyfltanaaa,>. 
kAi.AlyeaB.CbA 
kA.  A  kin.  CHAoa  POrar 
Ctyaal  OaryB  WBaa  BnBk 
kb  .  NaMa  M  Plekb 

Dr.  A  Mn.  Carl  S.  Boanun 

LabC.Sadlb 

Mn  Ahkaa  M  Pamdae 
kb.  A  kb>  Larry  Biaann 


kA.AMn. 


kA.AhAi.talD.AIba 
kAa.  May  M.  MePhall 


iOaa.Sai.NaidiAI 


klaiy  LyaajChayl  LAfk 
ABMphBiAbi 


Dr.  A  kbi.  Roy  W  Dai^kdrill 
kA.U.L.aaMk 

Mn.  BBakak  C.  Wifaoa 

MmUayBaAk 

Mn.  Joy  B.  Bokam 

kA.LaaByAI 

kb.  A  Mn.  Laaa  Haddoi 
KAii  Bymiir 

klay  LyaaCharyl  Lal^ 
ABityhBHfclai 


kbi.laiyW. 


May  LyaaCharyl  Lalyk 

ARMyktakba 


Dr.  AMn.  HaoM  «M 


kA.AMnHnryONaalb.  nalla^ 


ClyLNi^W.aidiA. 


kA.AkAi.Baklada 


kb.  A  kbi.  Jkaay  Jaakia 
kbi.  Uni  Lyaa  lAaayna 
kAi.BhbJ.1aawi 
Oakba  Bayda  Charck 
Mr.  A  kba.  Jany  Jackaa 
Mn.  naat  IMnan 

kA.AkAiC.S.Woodraff 

TbaaTMnan 

a  kb.  A  kbi.  Oanld  Saafoid 
klaryJaiyMr 

San  A  OMorM  Lumky 


kb.  A  Mn.  Jinny  JaakOM 

b%hy  Nanai 

kb.Akln.aaMdSaalaid 


kA.Akla.1 


kb.  A  kbi.  Ona  B.  Onayiiy 
kbi.  DaaM  L.  Bobaaoa 
kb’.A.J.BMdMiai 

kA.AMa.llanyJaifekii 


Mr.  A  kba.  Ian  Bby  KUyan 


kb.  A  kbi.  Bam  ABn 
kb.Akbi.BnMdAIInB 
BbwJ.E.NaMB 


kb.CbaniA 


I  ACnMya 


May  LymCkayl  Lbyk  A 


kb.Albi.B%0.li 

lbw««OiM.8BMBa 

BMyMMarAftnBy 

CanBBbddB 

JlnAAaiWIdMn 


JoMmABnBall 

ana  A  Banya  Ball 


OoMmCbcbSiC.nc 

CryabSyrliMi 

kb.  A  kbi  Baym  Wklan 


Mbi  A  Smb  naiiykibill 


kb.  A  kbi  Joka  HoMm 


kb.  A  kbi.  Joi  Fiaa 


«--.i-  m  — itkk. - 

P9ya.  a  • 


ShAbAObrnMayk) 


ktaBKhalClka 


May  LyaaXbayl  Lalyk 

ABalyhMun 

u  WBdk  Bbbk 

kb.  A  Mn  Fainck  N.  Coaaly 

Baacy  A  klaanca  WkdrknJ 

n  Wal 

Coaaaad  Bayiaa  Charck 


LaMBInrBC4joan 
a  WBBnm 

kbi  Jay  B.  Bobarti 


kb.  Padby  WIBiinina 


Mn.  Ln  Aadu  Jayioe 
Mn.  Cnhrriat  F  Whbavm 

kb.  A  Mn.  Ihanm  Bay  WBna 

kb  A  kbi  David  L.  Wilma 

kbi.  Balk  WBna 
kb  Jalli  klaUlai 
MnkObdyaWladhM 

MnChnarM.  William 


N  klcCdnbBC 


Ormha  Brodan.  lac 
kb.  A  Mn  Baba  Chlib 

'’^Thi  Ayi  Doann  ktener  SSC. 
HayaBC 


FMowdap  BC  Thylanvilk 

Uiadyi  Vaaay 

a  A—  ka - : - :  -  Ad  - - — 

PR. 
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Honors 

IVay  A  Nancy  Albad 

Mr.  A  Mn.  MkAty  Hsic 

Qlaab  A  Jerry  Ny 

mT*>  M^ay  IBBHr/11  ■a^BWr 

ObabAJanyRy 

OlaabA  JaryRy 
Mn.  Bara  CBBaa 

Or.  Lianai  D.  Jaym 


QlaabA  JanyRy 
Dr.  Lkaal  D.  Jayne 


Nonaa  Khw  A  Pabiy 

Bohat  Uay  A  Rnlly 
BahkyAMkilU^ 

May  Kby  Lyarn  A  Faally 
JabbABakiH.Bakaran 

kb.  Kb*  M.  Handami 

kb.Akba.1NBJ.JM*ai 
Or.  Lkaal  D.  Jayraa 
kba.  Ova  IBya  RiBb 

kb.  A  Mn.  BMbr  B.  Moon 


Dr.UanlD. 

•r.BnyUi 


kb  .  Bkda  M  .  Kanady 


Mississippi  State  University's  Sigma  Phi  Lambda  sorority  painted  furni¬ 
ture  for  the  Robinson  Enf>ergency  Care  Cottage.  The  cotta^  houses  up  to 
20  children  who  need  to  be  immediately  removed  from  ^ir  present  sit¬ 
uations.  The  maximum  stay  for  children  in  the  emergency  care  program 
is  45  days  during  which  time  a  plan  can  be  made  for  these  children  and 
the  appropriate  paperwork  filed.  After  45  days,  the  children  may  transfer 
into  tne  BCV  extended  care  program,  return  home,  or  possibly  transfer  to 
another  facility  to  better  meet  their  specific  needs. 


Dr.  Lknb  D.  Jayne 


Dr.  Uaaal  D.  Jayne 

Memorials 


kb.  A  kbi.  Dmiel  O.  Ambnaa 
ObMiAbnyRy 


kb.  A  kdn  Swan  Alba 
kb.  E.  L.  Baaam  Jr 

kb.  A  kbi.  Kaaaedi  WUIIaim 

Ombi  P.  A  Jayaa  B.  BBBui 

kb.Akbi.FhWpA.Paaick 

A.W.Bbtta'M 

kbi  Baby  I.  Blackwell 

WBBmH.  Braver 


Rav.D.C.Brbm 

Mn.  Thakaa  Bobaiu 
Omabar  Biudwri.  lac 
kba.  Naaab  BraM 

kb.  A  kbi.  Jawny  Jcakiiu 


BnMi‘tob"CalB.>. 

kb.  A  kba.  WBBaw  U  Balbi 
Ma.ArdbCab 

Dr.  A  Mn.  Jamet  H.  May 
kba.  Bhbard  L.  (Larma)  Caacy 
kbi.  Aadam  Oabaoa 
kbi.  J.B.  Lawn 
kb.  A  kbi  Jbway  Jaakim 
kbi  SaabC.  Buna 
kb  A  Mn  Fiiyrar  B  Hill  Jr 
kb  A  kbi.  Joay  Odom 
kb  BmOHvar 
kb  A  kbi.  Joba  L.  Beem 
kbi.  Bdm  Bawowad 


kb.  A  Mn.  Jiai  Pilyrun 
Jack  A  Naacy  Beym 


kb  JmmC.  Play 
ChaidwCraib 

kbi.  Bobbie  Cram 


Mn  J.B  Lawn 

abalhCaMaaBDab 

kb.  A  kbi.  Myna  Jobamn 
L  Baralea  DaMab 
Shaw  SSC.  BuWier  Hill 
BC^oimabia 


Mn.  Do)  C.  Claiate 


kb  Jaaicc  L.  Rumoll 
Sam  Darn 

Mr  E  L.  Beanru  Jr 

kb  A  kbi.  Joa  Haimacy  Sr 

kb.  Clan  Faye  KoMi 

kbry  LymCharyl  Leiyk 
ABaJyhNffciw 
kb.OybBBa 

Boy  A  Joy  Cuban 
kba.  ktanC.  HaU 
kb.  A  hbi.  HMi  Sk^ary 
Wm.r.'WkVBvam 
Mn.  klary  K.  Bvim 
JaanPUhadal 

Jkoya  SSC.  FBC4mdavilb 

kb.  A  kbi.  Bobby  0.  Coayar 


kb.  klary  B. 

mM.nidMa 

kb.Akbi.l 


W.HaMy 


Ml.  Uadi  O.  Firiridyi 


kb.  Bobby  C. 


Paaaiy 

kb.ThaaamP.Caadada 

Dr.  Uaaal  D.  Jayroe 
hb.AJMBCriy 

Adah  kim'i  SSC.  Syriayfield  C 
CaaBHMtay 

Heary  A  klodaar  Davii 


Mn.WlhmDavb 
Caab  Maddaa  HaB 

kb.  A  kbi  Baamll  Clmion 
kdr.W.W.Narvab 

kb.  Vbyiab  Saldan 
kb.WadaHart 

kb.  A  kbi  Jay  Oorr  III 


kb.  A  kbi.  Lloyd  Hdwatdi 
AdalBdwanb 

R6a»  WBavlB  raBBHbw 

BaalHi  Rckiaf  Cooiymy 

kb  .  HoHa  EHlak 
kin.  Paay  Hobbon 
Mn  boae  Saliba 
kb.  Payyy  Saliba 

kba.JaBallaara 

kb  PloydLyak 
kb  kbaymci  Lyak 
kba.  Flail  Haadaram 
kbi.  Iro  Hawfcim 
Vb^Hbbi 

kb  A  kbi.  Lloyd  Bdwanb 
AdalBdwmdi 
BdlliBMyaaiKb 

kb.A  kbn  J  W  Youay  Jr 
kba.  Wanda  MarWa 

kb.  A  kbi.  Wabar  O.  Wwlu 


kb  A  kbi.  Hab  SiayMary 

kb.  AMn.  David  A  Bead 

A  Uadmy 


kb.  Jbway  Saadan 

haHwaaibbya 

kb.  ^Mri.Olyan  Joan 

Mr.'aad  kbi  Jama  E.  Dye 

^Rm  A  NaiUc  WilkM 

aa  Jaahaaa 

Syiii«  Hill  Bbbui  Church 


The  Jany  Bodici 

uNB0K.Jaawa 

MrA  kbi.  Jbaaiy  JeoUm 
addaaMdbar'Rm  A  Jayw  J 
Obala  A  Jany  Fry 
akJaBaaaa.Br. 

kb.  A  kbi  Aabry  L.  Hay> 


The  Bohan  Sallivm  Faauly 

kba.PaaaBbkaay 

kbi.  J.  B.  Leww 


The  Bdalli  SSC- 

REmawAmaM  SEmk^kda  Bf' 

ntonwcM  nei^iu  m. 
Bobby  Bam 

Slaaloa  Baplut  Church 
kb.  Chaeba  Laaraace 
kbi  ^lyir  Fiehh. 

Faye  Lw 

Aduk  I  Ladim  SSC 
Arliaybia  Haiybb 
Mn.  Baaa  Bbpi  Lm 

kb.  A  kbi.  Faby  Bead 


kb.  A  ktai.  Olym  Joaet 
LflBtB.LlBaa 

Dr.  Bawwa  Bay  Tiadic 
Mr.  A  kbi.  Samn  AUm 


'.Aa^lABart 
hn.  Riaom  A.  Han 
«.  BniiaM  hIMay 
kbi.  Vhgli  B.  MaloiM 


kb.Akdn.Jha9 


MkOMpIBdOirtw 


kdn.jrabWai  W.  Hwdy 
kb.  A  Mn.  Jack  CkarckwaU 


kb.  A  kbi.  CMw  P.  Sknvad 


Mr.Akba.W.C.  inabli 


kbi.  Pm  Daefcwonh 


Mr.  A  kbi.  swan  AUm 


Mao'  LyaaCka 
ARaMFaiUm 

Dr.  A  kbi.  Aadumy  S.  Kay 


mChiryl  Laifh 

FaUm 


I  Banal  A  Mary  Jamil 
J.O.MaAay 

PtoviJaacr  BC  Choir  -  Clovcimd 

Mn*  NtJWR 

kbi.  AUca  H  LiBic 

Haakn  Naban,  Jr. 

Mary  LymCheryl  Latyh 
A  Ralph  Paihim 
Baity  Narniwa 

Mr.  A  bbl.  Daaiel  O.  Andenon 

aa--  Mmmm^ 

kb.  A  Mn  Carloi  Kaiphi 
Mr.  A  kbi  Tom  W  Hardape 


kb  Bobby  C  Gardaer 


The  Roben  Sullivm  Family 


kb.  A  kbi.  kbivin  Oraadimi 
A  Jiauny 

VMaaFaR 

kbi  Ida  Mac  Bndpei 

a  me -a  .  - 

ivHCK/  Twee* 

Siloam  Bapbu  Church 

Oraadaaa  af  Laraad  RawBm 

Olmdi  A  Jany  Ry 

kMchay  Rood 

kb  A  kbi  Wilbur  Hunnim 

Mr.  Chatbo  A.  RoM 

Hon.  Cyadua  D.  Davn 
kb.  A  kbi  Paul  L.  Poob 


kb.  A  kbi.  Jbamy  Jeakua 
Naaiy  Rbaa 

Dr  A  kbi  Heary  Ratker 


kdn.  Praacci  A.  Han 


m  Btby  RaMam 
Hmay  ABaUr 
’.RayRwaBkqr 

kbi  .  Bdm  Id  ( 


Dr.  Uaaal  D  Jayne 


kb.  A  kbi  Samn  AUm 

kbaRabyBaab 

kb.  Halm  Bumom 

HByJmaiiw 

kb.  A  kbi.  Jerry  Selby 

MaMa  Dataam  SiBin 

llopawalf  Bawha  Church 


kb  A  kbi.  BIU  K  Phillipi 


kb.  Jobaay  L  McOnpnr 

L  Bikbb  F.  BBswa 


Coaumadly  Beak 
kbi.  BBBa  BMpiy 

SiMW  SS^.Baakcr  Hill 
BC-Colambu 

ChwtwW.Barilh 

kb.  A  kbi  Bill  Brntee 

Bud  A  Whada  SnMh 
kb.V.L.Bw«h 

Mn.  W.  L.  Whehan 
Mn.  Vna  Sadlkiy 

Mr.  A  Mn  l>m  Evam 
Elba  Saaw 

kb  A  kbi  Jack  Churchwcll 


A  A  WBkba  WklU  Oroap- 
PBCJackma 
CiraMBlaMB 

kb.  A  1^.  Wkllace  A.  Clay 


kb.  Jim  Ball 

kb.  A  kbi.  Farley  Ba 
Artlamna  Hab  BC  M 


kb.  A  kba.  Kawidi  B.  HaWour 
kb  .  A  kba  .  Pail  NMim  b 


Lany'kriar 

BAiWiBipilB  Charck 
kba.L%‘lhfMr 

kb.  A  Mn.  Jlaaay  leak  ha 
GarMd'krry 

OwabarBiWkin.lac. 


kb.  A  kdn.  Auhty  L.  Hayi 

aBLISdaiB 

OnMtrBn^lac. 

kb.^SwC  Fwy 


kb.  A  kdn.  Orovir  Kyli 

mtimm 

Mr.iMn.MkWnIt) 


Mr  A  Mn.  Ommy  6.  Oevm 


Bible  Studies  for  Life 

Jesus  Takes  Care  of  Us 


John  10:1-5,7-1547-18 


By  Anf 


rdatnn 


A  well-known  insurance 
company  has  a  sl^an  that 
says,  "Like  <^ood  nei^tbor,  we 
are  dtere.  "  This  phrase  is  one 
we  all  know  well  enough  to 
sing  to  ourselves  in  dw  com- 
fornng  tones  of  the  jingle.  Don't 
we  an  want  the  comfort  of 
knowing  that  when  we  have  a 
need  or  something  goes  wron^ 
someone  will  be  d^re  to  hem 


fact.  He  has  already 
laid  down  His  life  to 
protect  and  sustain  us.  . 

He  will  never  leave  us  Boyartun 
on  our  own  in  times  of  need.  awi 
John  10:  1-5  shows  us  that  do 
just  as  a  shepherd  takes  care  of  the 
the  defenseWs  sheep  under  ) 
his  watch,  Jesus  cares  for  His  in 
flock.  Shepherds  such  as  the  Hir 
one  descrtoed  in  these  verses  she 


need  or  something  goes  wron^  did  not  drive  their  herds;  they 
someone  will  be  d^re  to  help  led  them  simply  using  their 
us?  How  many  of  us  worry  voices.  You'll  notice  tnat  in 
about  who  will  be  there  to  help  verse  4,  the  sheep  know  their 
us  in  a  time  of  need?  What  shepherd's  call  and  willingly 


about  when  we  get  old;  what  if 
we  lose  a  job;  what  if ...? 

The  Bible  teaches  us  that 
there  is  someone  who  will 
always  take  care  of  us,  regard¬ 
less  of  our  circumstances.  In 


leave  their  pen  to  follow  him. 
He  probably  even  called  them 
by  name  as  ne  led  the  way. 

Our  good  sh^herd  does 
the  same  thing.  Jmus  knows 
us  by  name,  and  He  gently 


calls  us  as  He  leads 
All  that  is  required  of 
us  is  to  listen  to  His 
voice  and  tune  out  any 
odiers  that  would  lead 
us  astray.  Voices  of 
the  world  don't  care 
who  we  are;  in  fact, 
they  may  be  looking 
to  narm  us  if  we  fol- 
low  them.  Verse  5  says 
****  the  sheep  would  run 
away  from  the  sound  if  they 
do  not  recognize  the  voice  of 
the  one  calling  to  them. 

Jesus  continues  his  analogy 
in  verses  7-10  as  He  likens 
Himself  to  the  gate  for  the 
sheep's  pen.  He  makes  it  clear 
that  He  is  the  only  way  to  the 
refreshing  pasture  just  as  He  is 
the  only  way  to  the  path  of  sal¬ 
vation.  Those  sheep  who  find 
pasture  will  find  satisfaction; 
those  who  find  salvation  in 
Jesus  find  the  ultimate  satisfac¬ 
tion  —  a  life  abundant. 

We  all  want  to  know  that  we 
are  safe  and  diat  we  will  find 
good  times  on  our  journey.  Jesus 


is  the  only  one  who  can  provide 
that  for  us.  He  came  to  give  us 
life  and  give  it  to  us  abuMantly. 
Often  in  times  of  trouble,  how¬ 
ever,  we  look  to  Jesus  last.  We  try 
to  find  solutions,  satisfaction, 
and  salvation  through  other 
means  while  Jesus  is  just  waiting 
to  provide  for  our  every  need. 

Verses  11  and  following  show 
just  how  far  Jesus  is  willing  to 
go  to  protect  His  sheep,  nv? 
Miepherd  for  a  large  flock  might 
risk  his  life  for  his  sheep,  but  me 
hired  hand  would  not  go  so  far. 
The  hired  man's  investment  in 
the  flock  wasn't  nearly  as  great 
as  their  owner's  was. 

Jesus  shows  that  as  the  Good 
Shepherd,  He  came  to  lay 
down  His  life  for  His  sheep. 
His  investment  in  His  flock  is 
greater  than  anyone  else's 
could  possibly  be.  He  has  not 
only  a  personal  interest  in  His 
sheep,  but  an  intimate  relation¬ 
ship  with  them  as  well. 

this  relationship  with  His 
sheep  is  modeled  on  the  loving 
and  trusting  relationship 


between  Jesus  and  His  Father. 
He  goes  on  to  show  that  the 
Father  loves  Him  for  his  willing¬ 
ness  to  lay  down  His  life  for  us. 
Even  more  importantly,  Jesus 
said  He  would  take  up  His  life 
again  after  He  laid  it  down.  The 
authority  Jesus  has  over  His 
own  life  is  given  away  freely  to 
ensure  the  safety  of  His  prople. 

We  want  the  security  of 
knowing  that  whoever  cares  for 
us  in  our  time  of  need  will  not 
be  a  "fair-weathered  friend." 
Many  times  those  we  count  on 
to  watch  out  for  us  are  nowhere 
to  be  found  when  things  get  too 
difficult.  But  Jesus  promises 
that  He  will  not  desert  us  when 
we  have  a  need.  In  fact.  He 
willingly  sacrificed  Himself  to 
protect  and  keep  us.  We  can 
take  comfort  in  our  own  jingle, 
"Like  a  good  shepherd,  Jesus  is 
there."  What  more  do  we  need? 


more  do  we  need? 


Boydstun  is  Preschool  and 
Children's  consultant  in  the  Sunday 
School  Dept.,  MBCB,  and  a  member 
Pinelake  Church,  Bratuion. 


Explore  the  Bible 

Display  a  New  Identity 

1  Peter  2:1-12 


Ivan  Parke 


In  the  last  three  verses  of  the 
first  chapter,  the  focus  is  the 
"Word  of  God"  —  "word" 
occurs  three  times  (1:23,  25). 
The  focus  does  not  change  in 
the  first  eight  verses  of  the  sec¬ 
ond  chapter:  a  "therefore"  (2:1) 
joins  1:2^25  and  2:1-8;  "word" 
occurs  twice  (2:2, 8). 

As  a  theme,  "Wford  of  God" 
links  together  two  images  (simi¬ 
les):  "newborn  babes"  (2:1-3)  and 
"living  stones"  (2:4-8).  "R<wal 
priestnood"  (2:^12),  a  third 
image  (metaphor),  concludes  die 
first  naif  of  the  second  chapter. 
Each  image  depicts  the  Church. 

1.  Newborn  Babes;  Growing 
Christians  (2:1-3) 

The  image  "newborn  babes" 
continues  an  earlier  idea,  "for 
you  have  been  bom  again" 
(1:23).  "Birth"  and  '^aby^'  are 
inseparable. 


The  Word  of  God  initi¬ 
ates  conversion  ("to  be 
bom  again").  According  to  I 
Petei;  it  is  "imperisha^" 
seed  (1:23),  containing  eternal  life 
(see  also  Jn.  6.*63b,  68^ 

The  Word  of  G<xi  also  nour¬ 
ishes  converts.  According  to 
Peter,  it  is  "pure  milk"  (2:2;  see 
also  Heb.  5:11-14). 

Ingesting  the  Word  is  a  com¬ 
mand:  "long  for"  or  "crave" 
(NIV).  It  requires  puigjng  one's 
system:  "putting  aside  all  malice 
end  all  guile  and  hypocrisy  and 
envy  and  all  slander"  (2:1;  see 
also  Ps.  119:11).  The  Gre^  verb, 
translated  "to  put  away,"  means 


"Guile"  compares  to  "deoeitful- 
ness"  whereas  (c]  "hypocrisy"  is 
a  form  of  deceptiveness  (pre¬ 
tense).  (d)  "Enw"  cxMitradicts 
contentment,  [ej  "Slander"  is 
derogatory  speech,  literally 
"spewing  against"  (see  also  2:12; 


3:16).  Three  of  these 
bdiaviors  appear  on  a 
list  of  vices  m  Romans 
1:  guile  (v.  29),  envy  (v. 
29),  and  slander  (v.  30). 

2.  Living  Stones: 

A  Grotving  Church 
(2.'4-8) 

The  image  "living 
stones"  parallels 
Ptuke  Paul's  portrayal  of  the 
Church  as  a  "build- 
?  ing"  that  is  alive  (see  1  Cor.  3:9, 
16-17;  6:19-20;  Eph.  2:20-22). 
Peter  contrasted  the  Church 

>  and  the  Temple  in  Jerusalem  — 
f  i.e.,  the  Second  Temple,  not  the 

first  Temple  that  Solomon  built. 
•  [a]  Two  adjectives,  "living"  and 

"spiritual"^  (2:4-5),  distinguish 
s  the  Church.  "Spiritual"  refers 
?  to  the  Spirit  ot  God.  [b]  The 
I  Temple,  although  beautiful  (see 
;  Mk.  13:1-2;  Jn.  2:19-20),  did  not 
,  have  Jesus  as  its  cornerstone. 
i  The  cornerstone  formed  the 
r  base  of  a  comer.  Therefore,  it 
I  supported  the  weight  of  two 
■  exterior  walls.  A  precise  fit  deter- 
i  mined  the  stabilire  of  a  structure. 

Builders  could  not  find  a  bet- 
i  ter  cornerstone  than  Jesus: 

>  "chosen  by  God  and  precious 

'  to  Him"  (2:4-NIV;  see  also  Lk. 
;  9:35).  Nevertheless,  they  did 


not  want  Him,  disobeying  His 
Word.  The  Greek  verb,  translat¬ 
ed  "to  reject"  (2:4,  7),  indicates 
dis^proval  after  examination. 

The  Church  ("spiritual 
house")  accommodates  a  holy 
priesthcxx!  (see  below).  They 
o^r  "spiritual"  sacriBces,  not 
animal  sacrifices  (2:5;  see  also 
Rom.  12:1).  Slau^tering  animals 
became  obscdete  when  Jesus  sac¬ 
rificed  Himself  (see  Heb.  10:1-18). 

Shortly  after  the  martyrdom 
of  Peter  (see  Jn.  21:18-19),  the 
Romans  destroyed  the  Serand 
Temple  (70  A.D.). 

3.  Royal  Priesthood:  A 
Serving  Church  (2:9-12) 

The  image  "royal  priest¬ 
hood"  is  covenantal.  At  Mt. 
Sinai,  God  had  invited  former 
slaves  to  be  His  "own  posses¬ 
sion  among  all  the  peoples  ... 
(to]  be  a  kingdom  of  priests  and 
a  holy  nation"  (Ex.  19:5-6;  see 
also  Isa.  61:6).  "iWo  statements 
summarized  the  Sinaitic 
Covenant:  "I  will  be  your  Gcxl" 
and  "You  will  be  my  people" 
(see  Lev.  26:12;  Jer.  7:23;  11:4; 
30:22;  Hos.  1:10;  2:23). 

Israel  never  fulfilled  its  mis¬ 
sion,  repeatedly  breaking  the 
covenant.  Peter,  a  Jew,  could 
have  despaired  indefinitely. 


Instead,  he  expected  the 
Church,  being  God's  people 
(2:10),  to  comfHete  the  mission. 

One  family,  Aaron  and  his 
male  descendants,  had  been 
Israel's  priests  (see  Ex.  28,  espe¬ 
cially  w.  1-5  and  40-43).  No  one 
else  qualified.  In  contrast,  in  the 
Church,  everyone  qualifies  to 
minister;  Gcxi's  priests  "called 
out  of  darkness  into  His  mar¬ 
velous  light"  (2.-9).  Each  one,  on 
mission,  ^as  the  same  assign¬ 
ments:  [a]  proclaiming  me 
wonders  of  God  (2:9;,  [b] 
abstaining  from  fleshly  lusts 
(2:11),  and  fc]  keeping  behavior 
honorable  (2:12). 

The  combinaticKi  of  ccxnmu- 
nication  ("prcKlaiming")  and 
character  ("aostaining  from"  and 
"keeping")  will  hasten  foe  con¬ 
version  of  "Gentiles,"  a  synonym 
for  pagans.  Communication 
withcait  character  is  ineffective. 
Character  without  communica¬ 
tion  is  inadequate. 

Scriptures  cited  are  from  foe 
New  American  Standard  unless 
otherwise  indicated. 

Parke  is  Associate  Professor. 
Dept,  of  Christian  Studies  and 
Philosophy,  MC,  and  a  member  of 
Morrison  Heights  Church,  Clinton. 


Guidelines  for  submitting  news  and  photographs 


The  Baptist  Record  is  pleased  to  publish 
news  ancT  photographs  of  special  events 
that  take  place  m  cooperating  churches 
of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention. 

News  submHM  for  publication  in  The 
Baptist  Record  must  be  either  (a)  typewrit¬ 
ten,  (b)  neatly  printed  on  8  1/2  by  1 1  -inch 
paper,  or  (c)  neatly  printed  on  standardized 
t^orms  provided  by  the  newspaper.  All  arti¬ 
cles  must  be  recelWd  in  writini  no  articles 
will  be  accepted  over  the  telephone. 

News  may  be  submitted  electronically 
to  the  address  below,  and  must  be  con¬ 
tained  in  tho  message  segment  of  an  e- 
mail  form.  Due  to  increasing  virus  threats, 
no  text  attachments  will  ne  atcejited. 


Photograph  attachments  are  permissible. 

Please  make  articles  corKise.  Include 
the  WfiMt,  when,  where  details  of 
the  story,  along  with  a  contact  person's 
address  and  te^hone  number. 

Photographs  rnay  be  color  or  black  and 
white.  Instant  phritos  and  digital  printouts 


are  not  reproducible.  Digital  photos  may 
be  used  if  submitted  as  a  jrtC  file  via 
either  (a)  e-mail,  (b)  three-arid-a-half  inch 
floppy  disk,  or  (c)  CD.  Photos  must  be 
clear,  sharp,  and  well-lighted. 

All  news  items  are  subject  to  editing, 
and  all  photographs  are  subject  to  crop- 


Ring.  Photographs  must  depict  people, 
lo  landscape-,  building-,  or  object-only 


No  landscape-,  building-,  or  obj^t-only 
photographs  will  be  printed.  News  items 
and/or  photogrwhs  can  be  published 
one  time  only,  leadline  for  submitting 
news  is  one  week  prior  to  requested 
publication  date. 

Articles  that  are  not  date-sensitive  will 
be  published  on  a  space-available  basis. 
Requests  to  return  photographs  must  be 
accompanied  by  a  selt-addressed, 
stamped  envelope. 

Submit  news  and  photographs  to  The 
Baptist  Record,  P.O.  Box  .S3(),  Jackson, 
39205-05.30.  FAX;  (601)  292-3330. 
E-mail;  baptistrec  ord<‘' mbcb.org. 


Russian  minister  taking  hope  to  immigrants  in  Denver 


Little  Anatoliy  Odnoralov 
often  came  home  after  school 
with  a  bloody  nose,  the  result 
of  iust  another  day  as  a 
Chrmian  at  his  school  in  the 
North  Caucasus  region  of  the 
old  Soviet  Union. 

"Sinoe  early  childhood.  I  knew 
the  price  for  my  oonvictiarK;''  he 
said  in  a  recent  interview. 

Anatoliy  was  the  third-bom 
son  of  an  ordinary  shoemaker 
who,  akms  with  his  wife,  were 
faithful  oelievers  in  Jesus 
Christ.  Unfortunately,  they 
were  believers  living  in  a  gotf-^ 
less,  atheistic  nation  dedicated 
to  the  persecution  of  Christians. 

“The  school  where  we  were 
studyirtg  nracked  us  for  our 
convictions  and  belief  in  GcxL" 
recalls  Anatoliy,  a  North 
American  Mission  Board 
(NAMB)  church  planting  mis¬ 
sionary  ministering  to  the 
Russian  and  Jewish  communi¬ 
ties  of  Denver. 

Although  the  Odnoralov  chil¬ 
dren  were  excellent  students  in 
Soviet  Russia,  they  were  treated 
as  seoand-dam  citizens  by  teach¬ 
ers  and  fettow  students  alike. 

Contmially  harassed  by  the 
KGB  and  the  Soviet  Union's 
Corrunittee  on  Religious  AlUrs, 
Odnoralov's  tether  was  con¬ 
stantly  sununoned  by  the 
authorities.  Accused  of  the  inap¬ 
propriate  education  of  his 
drerv  they  would  either  threaten 
him  with  prison  or  with  the  tak¬ 
ing^  his  oeloved  kids. 

The  constant  KGB  badgering 
led  to  a  series  of  lost  Jobs  ana 
the  CXlnoralovs  finally  fell  into 
poverty.  Tragically,  the  senior 
Odnoralov  ivouldhe  killed  in  a 


road  accident  in  1982,  leavine 
teeri  aged  Anatoliy  arid  his  12 
siblings  in  the  care  of  their  wid- 
o«rcd.  asthma-afflicted  mother. 

Ariatoliv  whose  life  story 
could  be  a^  miniaeries,  would 
sufter  yet  more  almost  unbear¬ 
able  religious  persecution  wlule 
servi^  m  the  Soviet  Army.  After 
survi>^ng  the  army,  he  attended 
the  Ukraine  Bilw  Seminary, 
imm^rated  to  the  United  States, 
married  his  wife  Natasha,  and 
attended  the  Oklahonui  Bible 
Institute  in  Oklahoma  City. 

The  Odnoralovs  have  four 
children. 

Today.  Odnoralov  is  one  of 
more  than  5300  missionaries  in 
the  United  States,  Canada  and 
their  territories  supported  by 
the  Annie  Armstrong  Easter 
Offering  for  North  American 
Missions.  He's  one  of  eight 
Southern  Baptist  missionanes 
highlighted  as  part  of  the  annu- 
alWew  of  Pra^  last  week.  The 
2007  Annie  Arrnstrong  Easter 
Ofiering's  goal  is  $57  million. 
100%  ot  wrath  is  used  for  mis¬ 
sionaries  like  Odnoralov. 

In  Denvec  Odnoralov  oper¬ 
ates  the  International  Carter  of 
Hope  •  ministry  focusing  on  the 
6fX000  Russian^peaking  immi- 
orants  in  the  gieala  Denva  area. 
Only  duee  to  four  percent  of 
them  are  believers,  while  80%  are 


STUC3VINC  THE  WORD  •  North  American  Mteion  Board  mnsiona^  Anatoliy  Odnoralov  (ter  leR)  and 

head  of  the  Hope  Inlenrationai  Cultural  (>nla  in  Denver,  shars  the  Gogiel  with  Russian  immigranls  at  a 
local  retirement  apartment  comptex.  ((NAMB  photo  by  John  K  Swain) 


He  and  his  wife  also  work  to 
dlort  new  churdres  to  reach 
Russian-^ieaking  Jewish  com¬ 
munities  m  Denva. 

The  chief  project  of  the  cen- 
ta  is  teaching  English  as  a  sec¬ 
ond  language  to  as  many  as 
100  Russian  immigrants  at  a 


time.  The  center  also  offers 
computa.  musk,  art  Russian 
history,  and  Hebrew  language 
classes.  All  of  the  classes  are 
ol^red  at  a  nominal  charge. 

In  addHkm,  the  centa  sporv 
sors  home  Bible  studies  for 
Russian-speaking  people.  Odno¬ 
ralov  says  they  prefa  studying 
die  Bftde  in  private  homes  ratha 
than  in  kxai  churches. 

“It's  very  important  that  pecv 
pie  want  to  come  to  us,  of  dieir 


own  free  wiU,"  he  said.  “We 
want  to  estabUsh  relationships 
with  them.  We  also  have  a  big 
youth  group,  and  we  have  sum- 
ma  camps  to  attract  kids  who 
do  not  kiww  Jesus.  We  see  kids 
accept  the  Messiah,  and  diey 
pass  on  the  Good  News  to  thar 
friends  and  family  inembers.“ 
By  forming  relationships, 
Odnoralov  said  the  Russian 
prople  can  observe  how 
Christians  live. 


"We  are  open  to  them.  They 
see  our  everyday  lives.  They 
see  our  housenolds.  We  are  not 
afraid  to  show  them  how  we 
live,  so  we  have  mutual  under- 
staiiding  and  then  diey  open 
up  to  Gospel.  We  see  fami¬ 
lies  on  the  ec^  of  divorce.  We 
see  people  who  are  depressed, 
and  then  we  see  families 
restored  and  relationships 
between  parents  and  kids 
restored,"  said  Odnoralov. 


Michigan  missionary  delighted  to  serve  in  outdoor  paradise 


Evangelistic  deer  hunts. 
Christian  fish  fries.  Wild  game 
dinners  at  church.  Nortfi 
American  missionary  (NAMB) 
Koi  Wilson  has  a  lot  of  tools  in 
1^  Gospd-sharing  toed  box  to 
win  people  to  Chirist  amid  die 
thick  woods  and  crystal-dear  < 
lakes  of  northern  Midiigan. 

“WelL  our  motto  is  whatev- 
a  it  taki^  we  get  'em  any  way 
we  can,"  says  Wilson.  While 
he  actually  was  referring  to 
dea  as  he  stealdiily  waHked 
throu^  the  woods  with  his 
bow,  dressed  head-to-toe  in 
camouflage  gear  —  he  uses  the 
same  strategy  for  winning 
souls  for  Jesus. 

As  an  associational  mis- 
sionaiy  for  the  Northwest 
Association  also  supported 
by  the  North  American 
Mission  Board,  Ken  Wilson, 
the  fanatical  outdoorsman, 
knows  he  lives  in  a  hunting 
and  fishing  paradise. 

"I  don't  sunk  God  could  have 
called  me  to  a  betia  place  than 
northern  Michigan,  he  said, 
‘liecause  outdoor  sports  are 
huge  up  here.  Wb  hare  hunting 
minismes.  The  opening  day  or 
dea  seaKin  is  a  local  hSiday." 

Wibon  said  he  loves  to  hunt 
!  and  firfi  wMh  locals  and  die 
;  anany  tourists  who  visit  the 
area  because  it  gives  him  an 


opportunity  to  talk  to  them  in 
dieir  own  language  and  then 
minister  to  them. 

“We'll  have  dozens  of  fish 
fries  going  on  throu^iout  the 
summer  and  fall  wim  several 
hundred  people  attending," 
Wilson  said.  take  these 

and  make  them  evangelistic 
events.  We  hare  wild  game 
dinners  widi  speakers,  myself 
or  outsiders,  sharing  the 
Gospel  widi  hundreds  more. 

“We  even  do  evangelistic 
deer  hunts,  but  we  invite  at 
least  one  lost  person  to  go  on 
every  hunl  and  every  evening 
during  the  hunt  we  Ware  devo¬ 
tions.  share  the  Gospel,  and 
pray  that  lost  hunters  come  to 
know  Jesus." 

Even  a  hunting  and  fishing 
paradise  has  its  dark  side, 
accordiitt  to  Wilson,  who  came 
to  Meskk  from  southern  Illinois 
in  2003.  Less  than  half  of  one 
percent  of  the  northern 
Michigan  population  are 
Southern  Baptists.  Fifty  towns 
of  3300  or  more  in  the  legion 
are  without  a  single  Southern 
Baptist  church.  Mamy  northern 
Midhugan  towns  hare  a  stegga- 
ing  "lost"  populirtion  of  70^^, 
acooeding  to  Wilson. 

Within  the  Northwest 
Association,  there  are  only  15 
dturdies  and  missions,  and  mese 


OUTDOORS  MINISTRY  —  Southern  Baptist  resort  misBionarylCen 
Wilson  (left)  uses  the  northern  Mkhioan  outdoors  to  share  Christ 
with  locals  and  tourists  alike.  He^  mown  here  drewing  a  bow 
while  talking  to  friend  Dare  Robb  about  deo-hunting  in  m  area. 
(NAMB  photo  by  Michael  Shead) 


congregations  have  an  aven^ 
wewy  attendance  of  only  ^ 
someming  people  each  Sunday. 

Wilson  ana  his  wife  Ciri^ 
are  only  two  of  more  than  5,3(00 
missionaries  in  the  United 
States,  Canada  and  their  territo¬ 
ries  supported  by  die  Annie 
Armstrong  Easter  Ofiering  for 
Nordt  American  Missions. 
He's  one  of  only  ei^t  Smithem 


Baptist  missionaries  highlight¬ 
ed  as  part  of  the  annua  Vreek 
of  Prayer  last  week.  The  2007 
Annie  Armstrong  Easter 
Offering's  goal  is  1o7  million, 
100%  t»  wmch  is  used  for  mis¬ 
sionaries  like  the  Wilsons. 

With  the  Northwest 

Association  based  in  Mesidc, 
Wilson  today  serves  10  counties 
in  northern  Michigan. 


Traditionally  niral  the  lO-county 
area  is  growing  by  15%  annually. 
Leelanau  County  and  Leelanau 
Peninsula  are  growing  at  a  rate 
of  35%  each  year  —  die  fittest 
growing  area  of  the  association. 

“We  have  some  counties 
with  no  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  churches,"  he  .said. 
“We  have  fast-growing  areas 
like  Harbor  Springs  in  the 
Petoskey  area  ^th  not  a  single 
Baptist  church.  We  have  manv 
church-planting  needs.  W? 
need  some  partner  churches  to 
come  up  here  and  help  us." 

Wilson  said  Machinac  pro¬ 
nounced  “Mackinaw")  City, 
where  tourism  thrives  in  the 
summer,  needs  a  church  plant 
badly.  In  the  summei;  Mackinac 
grows  to  10,000  people  or  more 
but  during  the  winter,  it  reverts 
to  a  ghost  town. 

"U's  a  beautiful  area  and 
there  are  several  things  we 
could  do  in  Mackinac  City 
because  of  the  tourism,  but  first 
we  need  to  reach  the  indige¬ 
nous  people  of  Mackinac,  diose 
who  nve  there  year-round.  If 
we  could  plant  a  church  in 
Mackinac  we  would  have  a 
world-impacting  church, 
because  many  of  die  tourists 
who  come  to  Machinac  Island 
and  Mackinac  City  are  from 
foreign  countries." 


